Practice Agreement for Nurse Practitioner Practicing at [ Enter location or name]
Version 2
This Agreement is made and entered into as of_______ , 200__, by and between________________,

Herein after referred to as "Nurse Practitioner", and__________________ , hereinafter referred to as

"Collaborating Physician”.

WHEREAS, Nurse Practitioner is a registered professional nurse, duly licensed and certified by the

State of New York as a nurse practitioner; and

WHEREAS, the New York Education Law and regulations adopted thereunder require Nurse

Practitioner to practice in collaboration with a physician qualified to practice in his or her specialty and pursuant to a written practice agreement and in accordance with written practice protocols; and

WHEREAS, Nurse Practitioner is certified to practice in the specialty area of ____________; and

WHEREAS, Collaborating Physician is duly licensed by the State of New York to practice medicine

and certified by the Board of _________________as a specialist in the area of _______________, and is accordingly qualified by education and experience to collaborate in that specialty; and

WHEREAS, Nurse Practitioner desires to maintain adjunct Medical Staff membership and clinical

privileges in the specialty area of ____________________, and

WHEREAS, Nurse Practitioner and Collaborating Physician desire to collaborate in their

independent practices in the specialty area of__________________________ ; and

WHEREAS, the Parties hereto wish to set forth their agreement in connection with their           

collaborative practice;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the covenants contained herein, the Parties hereby agree 
as follows:

1. Scope. Nurse Practitioner and Collaborating Physician agree to collaborate in providing

___________________services to patients, in the manner set forth in this Agreement.

2. Definitions
a. "Collaborate" shall mean consultation with respect to diagnosis and treatment of patients and referral of patients as may be necessary or desirable in recognition of the respective areas of professional licensure, experience, scope of practice, and clinical expertise of Nurse

Practitioner and Collaborating Physician, as described in this Agreement.

b. "Primary health care" shall mean health care provided to patients at the initial contact to treat actual and potential health care problems. Such care is comprehensive and continuous, and includes health promotion, disease prevention and early detection and treatment of illness, as well as tertiary level intervention.

3. Duties of Nurse Practitioner
a. The duties of the Nurse Practitioner shall include those set forth in the job description and

written practice protocols appended hereto and made a part hereof, as amended from time to

time. Any Amendments to the job description or the written practice protocols after the date

first set forth above shall be appended hereto upon their effective date and shall thereafter be

a part hereof.

b. Nurse Practitioner shall provide services in the specialty of ____________________ in accordance with the written practice protocols appended hereto, as amended from time to time. A current copy of required references shall be maintained on the unit.

c. Nurse Practitioner shall at all times maintain professional liability insurance as specified in the Medical Staff Bylaws, the amount, terms and carrier of which are satisfactory to the

Executive Committee of the Medical Staff. Nurse Practitioner shall not practice beyond the

scope of his or her professional liability insurance coverage.

d. Nurse Practitioner shall, as soon as practicable, consult with Collaborating Physician, another physician with whom nurse practitioner has a practice agreement, another physician qualified to practice in the area of_____________________________ , or the patient’s primary care physician whenever it is necessary or desirable as indicated by a patient’s diagnosis, treatment or response to treatment, and in each of the following events:

1. whenever there is a significant change in a patient’s condition;

2. upon the request of a patient or his or her family;

3. when patient presents a potential risk for surgery;

4. whenever a diagnosis, order or course of treatment is challenged by another

practitioner involved in the patient’s care, which dispute cannot be resolved 
between Nurse Practitioner and the other practitioner; or

5. a State-reportable incident occurs.

e. Nurse Practitioner shall refer a patient to Collaborating Physician, another physician with

whom Nurse Practitioner has a practice agreement, another qualified physician, or the

patient’s primary care physician in the following circumstances:

1. a patient refuses to receive care from Nurse Practitioner;

2. Nurse Practitioner’s license, registration, certification, employment or clinical

privileges are suspended, revoked, terminated or restricted, such that Nurse

Practitioner cannot independently provide patient care services; or

3. the appropriate or indicated care to be rendered to a patient exceeds the scope of the Nurse Practitioner’s license, practice, employment, experience, skill or clinical

privileges.
f. In the absence of Collaborating Physician, Nurse Practitioner shall, upon the request of

Collaborating Physician, cover, or collaborate with the practitioner covering, Collaborating

Physician’s patient care responsibilities, in accordance with applicable law, Hospital policy, and this Agreement. To the extent permitted by law, this Agreement and Nurse Practitioner’s clinical privileges and terms of employment, Nurse Practitioner shall be available to cover Collaborating Physician’s patients during emergencies resulting in the absence of Collaborating Physician.

g. Nurse Practitioner shall arrange for coverage of patients under his or her care for periods

during which Nurse Practitioner will be absent or unavailable.

4. Duties of Collaborating Physician
a. Collaborating Physician shall consult with Nurse Practitioner, as set forth in this document.

Collaborating Physician shall arrange for the availability of an alternative physician practicing in his/her specialty area and who is on the Hospital Medical Staff to consult with Nurse Practitioner for periods during which the Collaborating Physician will be unavailable for such consultation, and shall notify Nurse Practitioner of such arrangements.

b. Collaborating Physician shall accept patients referred to him or her by Nurse Practitioner

pursuant to Paragraph 3(d) above, subject to Collaborating Physician’s availability.

Collaborating Physician may, but is not required to, refer patients to Nurse Practitioner, as

clinically indicated.

c. In the absence of Nurse Practitioner, Collaborating Physician shall, upon the request of

Nurse Practitioner, cover Nurse Practitioner’s patient care responsibilities, in accordance

with applicable law, Hospital policy, and this Agreement. To the extent permitted by law, this

Agreement and Collaborating Physician’s clinical privileges, Collaborating Physician shall

cover Nurse Practitioner’s patients during emergencies resulting in the absence of Nurse

Practitioner.

d. Collaborating Physician shall review medical records of patients treated by Nurse

Practitioner at regular intervals, but no less than quarterly, in a manner consistent with

current professional standards, and shall provide a written report to the chief of service of his

or her department, the Credentials Committee, and VP of Hospital Operations.

5. Clinical Disagreement
a. Clinical disagreements between the Parties exclusively or primarily within the scope of

professional nursing practice by a nurse practitioner shall be resolved in accordance with the

recommendation of the Nurse Practitioner.

b. Clinical disagreements between the Parties exclusively or primarily within the scope of

professional medical practice shall be resolved in accordance with the recommendation of the

Collaborating Physician.

c. Clinical disagreements between the Parties remaining unresolved by the procedures set forth in paragraphs 5(a) or (b) above shall be resolved by the Chief of Service or the Vice

President of Clinical Operations.

6. Term and Termination.

This agreement shall be in full force and effect from the date above written until such time as it is

terminated by the occurrence of any one of the following events:

a. the mutual written consent of the parties hereto;

b. upon thirty (30) days prior written notice by either party, with or without cause; or

c. immediately upon written notice by either party in the event of the suspension or revocation of either party’s licensure or specialty certification, or the suspension, non-renewal, revocation or termination of either party’s clinical privileges, medical staff membership, or employment at the Hospital.

7. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement is or becomes invalid under any provision of

federal, state or local law, such invalidity shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other

provision hereof.

8. Integration and Amendments. This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding of the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof, and no amendment, change or modification shall be effective unless in writing and signed by both Parties hereto.

9. Applicable Law. This Agreement is made under and shall be governed by and construed in

accordance with the laws of the State of New York. The venue for any action to interpret or

enforce this Agreement shall be in Monroe County, New York.

10. Assignment. Neither party may assign this Agreement, and any attempt to assign this Agreement

will be void.

11. Waiver. The waiver of a breach of any provision of this Agreement by either party shall not operate or be construed as a waiver of any subsequent breach.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have duly executed this Agreement on the date first above written.

________________________________________

_______________________________

(Print Name) 






(Print Name)

_______________________________NP 


_______________________Physician
(Nurse Practitioner Signature) 





(Physician Signature)
